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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Phormium tenax

Common Name(s):

flax, harakeke, korari (maori name for inflorescence).

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Indigenous to New Zealand and Norfolk Island. A broad
circumscription has been adopted here - many botanists feel that
plants from the Chatham Islands could be distinguished at species
rank from the mainland New Zealand species, other distinctive Photographer: Wayne Bennett
variants occur on the Three Kings and outer Hauraki Gulf Islands,
and along the Kaikoura coast. Norfolk Island plants though uniform
differ in subtle ways from the New Zealand forms of P. tenax.
Further study into this variation is underway.

Habitat:

Common from lowland and coastal areas to montane forest, usually
but not exclusively, in wetlands and in open ground along
riversides.

Features:

Stout liliaceous herb, 1-5(-6) m tall. Leaves numerous, arising from
fan-like bases. Individual leaves rather stiff at first, but becoming
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decurved, somewhat pendulous or "floppy" in upper half to a third, Caption: Flowers of Phormium
1-3 X 50-120 mm, usually blue-grey (glaucous) or dark green, tenax
lamina margin, entire, somewhat thickened and pigmented black, Photographer: Wayne Bennett

dark red, pink, yellow or cream. Inflorescence 5(-6) m tall,

somewhat woody and fleshy when fresh, long persistent, drying

charcoal grey or black, with the fibrous interior becoming progressively more exposed. Peduncle 20-30 mm
diam., erect, dark grey-green or red-green, glabrous. Flowers 25-50 mm long, tubular, predominantly dull red
but may also be pink or yellow; tips of inner tepals slightly recurved. Ovary erect. Capsules 50-100 mm long,
dark green, red-green or black, trigonous in cross-section, erect, abruptly contract at tip, not twisted, initially
fleshy becoming woody with age, long persistent. Seeds 9-10 x 4-5 mm, black, elliptic, flat and plate-like,
margins frilled or twisted.

Flowering: Fruiting:
(September-) October-November (-January) (November-) December (-March)
Threats:

Not threatened although see the discussion below about flax dieback. This die back phenomenon is
characterised by abnormal yellowing of the leaves and may result in collapse of flax plants or whole populations.
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For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=2219
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